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THE CRISIS,—No. Il, 


One month has just elapsed since the peaceable: inhgti« 
tants of Manchester were indiscriminately massacred, 
murdered by the drunken and furious Yeomeury Cavalry, set 
on by the: Magistrates of that town to perform the horrid 
deed: yet already we can see the howling storm, emanating 
from those black gnisdeeds, encircling the very seat of go- 
vernment, and jusiy*go, when that government is capable of 
giving its sanction to a violation of the compact on which it 
has been founded. Already we find all that was virtueus in 
the country, that kept aloof from the eall for Reform, now 
the foremost to contend fer :its necessity and its immediate 
adoption. _ There are none left against us but the vicious, 
the interested, and \the dependent. The expression of feel- 
ing displayed on Monday, by the return of Mr: Hunt to 
London from the scene of blood'‘aad perjury, and the still 
more disgraceful scene of a Judge of Assize, a Grand Jury, 
and a venal Magistracy, countenancing and protecting the 
perpetrators of this scene’'of blood and perjury: «1 say, the 
expression of feeling was sach as to make a lasting impres- 
sion on those who are opposed to us in our claim, and to 
fix.an indelible stain on all who hereafter keep aloof, and 
shut their ears to reason and common seuse. . 

On the part of the injured we have seen men demanding 
redress in vain in a Court.of Assize: before a Grand Jury, 
we have seen justice denied in a most villainous and bare- 
faced manner by thase who are commissioned as a Magis- 
‘tracy to execute the laws. Persons have been murdered by 
an armed force, more disgraceful than any murder commit- 
ted by the: banditties which are said to exist on the Continent 
of Europe,:and the very Coroner who is sworn to inquire 
into.dhe real cause of the death of every person with whom 
there may be a suspicion that the death was not natural, 
shufftes‘and shrinks from the inquiry, [est the verdict should 
be (as it‘ought to be) WILFUL MURDER. These are serious 
times. Nothing but the threats and the din of civil war are 
to be heard. The powers that be, are sensible of the crimes 
they have committed, and the wounds they have inflicted 
on the peace of the community, and they appear determined 
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to leate every thing a wreck, rather than retire from ther 
places. Their soldiers are all they depend on, and it ap- 
pears they have some feays and suspicions of those, as an 
experiment has been made to try them in case of need. 
The whole of the Foot Guards were on Monday night, last 
roused from their rest by the bugle, about 12 o’clock, and 
ordered to rendezvous in St. James’s Park; about 1500 of 
them ran some one way, and some another, to the place 
appointed, and were kept there until 3 in the morning, when 
they discovered the whole to be a false alarm, and a mere 
experiment to try their disposition to make an attack on the 
eople. . 
° It is not to be denied, it should not be concealed, that we 
are on the eve of an eventful crisis. Whether that crisis 
shall end in a military despotigm, or produce a restoration 
of our rights, liberties, and privileges as men, does, in my 
opinion, depend on the virtue and the fortitude of the Peo- 
ple. We must resolve to act instantaneously and unani- 
mously when the moment arrives that our last effort is at 
stake. That time, I fear, is not far distant; let us be pre- 
pared: to meet it with a firm and cool determination. Let 
not a moment be lost, but let every man make that prepara- 
tion his means will admit of. Our enemies are plotting in 
secret our destruction as freemen, they are beyond the reach 
of the law—they build their hopes of success on our su- 
pineness, and our apathy becomes their safeguard. louse, 
my fellow countrymen, let us unite with the present infen- 
ded victims to oppression, and hurl destruction to its eause. 
A fatal delay, will most assuredly deprive us of the oppor- 
tunity ; and the name and character of our-country, will be 
lost through the criminal tameness of fts inhabitants. We 
shall then become what Greece and Rome now are, the 
victims of despotism or superstition. Our children will ine* 
vitably wear the yoke of bondage, to some foreign power; 
unless we seize the present moment for ‘their emancipation. 
We shall not consult our own safety by remaining inactive, 
but merely preserve ourselves to become the. alternate victims 
to gratify the insatiable thirst of some dark minded despot. 
We have the experience of history before us, which invariably 
points:out to us, that whenever a banditti have the reins of go- 
vernment similar to those in the administration of affairs in 
this.country, they mustbe violently driven from it, or they will 
destroy the oniy hopes of restoration, Your country w your 
parent, she must not be abandoned to the lawless. depreditor. 
A system of Espionage is again on foot, fellow-countyy men, 
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beware, you need not mingle with strangers, every man can 
make himself the most useful in his own district; he cannot 
become useful ina district where he is a stranger, and he 
must necessarily be exposed to suspicion—do not be misled 
by any stranger; whatever are his pretences, suspect him 
until you are satisfied by unquestionable authority, that he 
is sincere. Your general conduct and conversation should 
be open and undisguised, you have no secrets ; do not allow 
ycurself to be betrayed into any. Our several and united 
efforts are best to be made by communications with each 
other through the press—here we have nothing to fear, the 
nearer the present system approaches its dissolution, the 
more danger you will individually be exposed to. Sacrifices 
may be required to be offered up at the shrine of despotism 
—let us hope they will be but few. The noble attitude 
whieh the friends of liberty are beginning to display on all 
occasions on which they are called forth, shakes the very 
nerves of our opponents. The metropolis has this week 
displayed 300,000 men, expressing their indignation at the 
eonduct of the murderers at Manchester, and the Govern- 
meut subsequently sanctioning those murders. They were 
composed of many men of property as tradesmen, as well 
as mechanics and labourers. 

The fury of the Magistrates of Manchester does not seem 
to decrease, but on the other hand, the more crime and vil- 
lainy they eommit, the more hardened they appear to grow 
mm it. Will it be believed when it. is said, that after accu- 
mulating five indictments against Mr. Wroe, the proprietor 
of the Manchester Observer, and demanding bail so exces- 
sive, that he has been compelled for some weeks to absent 
himself from his business, that they should asrest ever 
person in his employ, not excepting his wife and infant chil- 
dren, merely because Mr. Wroe was virtuous enough to 
cause a report of their dark, designing, and bloody deeds to 
be put on record? This they have done, and done it by the 
recommendation of Sidmouth to the country magistrates, 
that they should not mind making a stretch beyond the law 
to suppress the publication of truth. The time surely will 
come, when we shall have an opportunity of bringing jus- 
tice on their heads, or was it not for this hope, 1 for one, 
should deem it prudent to execute it in a summary way, as 
they do their villainous acts, without regard to the law. 


R. CARLILE, 
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A LETTER TO THOMAS FLOOD, ESQ. MAYOR 
OF EXETER, ; — 
On his arbitrary and illegal Conduct towards James 


Tucker, with a Caution to him and other Magistrates as 
to their future Conduct. 


Str, 


In addressing you publicly, T beg to be understood as 
looking only at your magisterial character, which from va- 
rious circumstances that have occurred between yourself and 
Mr. ‘Tucker, induces me to think that you are not guided by 
the most prudent and honourable motives. I shall com- 
mence my observations with giving you a narrative of what 
I know of his character, and of what I’ have heard through 
the medium of the public papers and epistolary correspon- 
dence, of your conduct towards him. 

Mr. ‘Tucker called on me in London, and being out of 
employ, expressed a wish to become an agent for the cir- 
culation of my political publications, in Exeter and its 
vicinity: I readily acquiesced in the proposal, having been 
a resident in that city, and knowing that political informa- 
tion had not made that progress in Exeter and Devonshire 
in general, as it had in the northern counties. Mr. Tucker 
was quite a stranger to me, but T perceived an urbanity of 
manner combined with a bold and sesolute disposition, -that 
instantly induced me to place confidence in him ; and I have 
the pleasure to inform you, Sit, that his whole conduct, up 
to this time, has confirmed my opinion that he is a man (al- 
though poor,) possessing an honest and an honourable mind, 
which is but rarely met with in the circle of officious or offi- 
cial characters in the present day. He had scarcely com- 
menced the sale in a public way, when the magistracy 
leagued themselves together to crush him, and this by the 
contemptible means of bringing a chargé against him of hav- 
ing six or eight months betore that time, sold cider without 
a licence—a penalty of £10, was demanded, and Mr. 'T'ucker 

not having the money at hand, was thrown into prison. The 
spirit of freedom immediately took fire in the bosoms of its 
advocates who were resident in Exeter, and you Sir, must 
have startled at that spirit, when you saw the extorted sum 
placed before you ina few hours, and the liberation of the man 
demanded by those who perhaps had never seen him, but felt 
disgusted at your treacherous attack on a political opponent. 
The next account I heard, was the, arrest of some person 
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with whom he had left a few copies of different publications 
for sale. You then ventured to rob. the man of bis pam- 
phiets, at least.you countenanced that robbery, by detaining © 
the pamphlets taken by your officer without: paying for 
them! A worthy magistrate, certainly! Depend on it, Sir, 
that the men who are now advocating that Reform in par- 
liameot, and the toleration of civil and religious liberty, 
which must inevitably take place, in spite of your opposi- 
tion, will protect the man whom your malignity and im- 
prudence strives to make a victim of—every effort of yours 
to injure, will only produce a benefit to the individual. You 
have now; Sir, by your insinuations to Justice Best, and by 
his scandalously pointing out the man to the Grand Jury, 
overwhelmed him with two or three new indictments, which 
for the moment has deterred any house-keeper from standing 
forward to bail him; but I yet trust that the citizens of 
Exeter will recollect that they have an important duty fo 
perform for themselves, in standing forward to bail Mr. 
Tucker against all the indictments that may be accumulited 
upon him. I say they should stand forward and bail him, 
and not suffer a farcthing-to be extorted from him in. the 
shape of fee. A few spirited louse-keepers would soon 
teach you the folly:of your conduct, Sir: they would make 
you as contemptible as his Lordship, the Mayor of 
London. 

Perhaps, Sir, you are ignorant of the natare of the ques- 
tion between the Government and the People: it appears to 
me, that you have blindly adhered to what in your country 
towns and cities is called the Pitt Principle, cr supporters of 
the constitution, as by law established, which Sir, you may 
perhaps consider to be consonant with the semper jfidelis 
ou your city arms, _But if_you examine into the reality of 
the case, and reason on the abstract principle of what a con- 
stitution or a social compact ought to be, you will find that 
the shadow of a constitution which England had once’ to 
boast of, is quite annihilated—that there is not a vestige feft. 
There was a time When the House of Commons had some- 
thing like a controul over the other branéhes of the legisla- 
ture; but that controul is quite destroyed, and through the 
influence of Boroughmongering, they are become the base 
and contemptible tools of every vicious faction that can get 
into power. ‘There is. no representation in the country. 
The decree which the Ministers put forth under the sanction 
of ‘the Boroughmongers, must be the line of conduct, for 
what is now called the House of Commons, to pursue. And 
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you, Sir, are one of those puerile Magistrates that would 
adhere to any system so that you had the favour of the:party 
in power. Whether you possess common sense as an indi- 
vidual, and are capable of distinguishing between right and 
wrong, on matters of government and legislation, I, having 
no personal knowledge of you, cannot pretend to say, but 
of this I am certain, that you are an individual that would 
change with any change in government, and would to-mor- 
row be as ready to espouse’a Republic, as to-day a Mo. 
narchy. 
| hope the time is not far distant, when you, Sir, will find 
that you have made a dangerous experiment in. your wanton 
violation of the law in the person of Tucker ; the advocates 
of that catse which you have thought proper to oppose will 
not allow your conduct to pass unnoticed, and I further 
hope and flatter myself, that every step you take to crush 
him whilst he stands firm against you, will have the desired 
effect, to elevate him both in his own mind, and in that of 
the citizens of Exeter. | 
Perhaps, Sir, you are not aware-that to arrest on a charge 
of libei it is necessary that the warrant should be issued by 
one of the Judges of the Court of King’s-Bench: you, Sir, 
have no legal.authority to issue a warrant against any mao 
ona charge of libel. Actions or informations for libel were 
conducted as ‘other actions at law prior to the Attorney Ge 
‘neralship of Sir Vicary Gibbs, who brought a bill into par- 
liament to enable the Judges of the Court of King’s Bench 
to hold to bail in cases of libel. Although there is a vague 
act extant passed in the 48th year of George III. cap. 58, 
entitled “‘ dn Act for amending the Law with regard to the 
course of dings on Indictments and Informations in 
the Court of King’s Bench in certain cases ; for authorising 
the execution in Scotland of certain warrants issued for 
offences committed in England ; and for requiring officers 
taking bard in the King’s. suit to assign the Bail-bonds to 
the King.” Yet, as-this Act does not refer to, or repeal any 
portion of the bill introduced by Sir Vicary Gibbs, and 
Passed into an act for enabling the Judges of the Court of 
King’s Bench to hold to bail in case of libel: this vague ap- 
plication to certain cases, (un,Act that would have disgraced 
any legislative body but the tools of the Boroughmongers 
who. meet in St, Stephen’s Chapel, at Westminster,) must 
Consequently be considered to except cases of libel. The 
or sontely for the Suppression of Vice,” haye, however, ven- 
to arrest and detain my person in the gaol of Newgate 
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for severM days on this Act, because it is the-orly one of 
many infamous Acts that could be found in their malignant 
epirgions, to reach me, having given them security to meet 
the same charge before. However, I shall conclude on the 
legality of the question, with a promise that it shall shortly 
be decided in an endeavour to recover damages equal to the 
injury sustained, and advert to your conduct of last week, in 
arresting Mr. ‘Vucker’s sister, «nd finally, breaking up his 
little shop, by extorting a promise from her not to attend it, 
nor to obtain any other person to act.in herstead.. Lhave no 
further intelligence on this head, than what I have'seen in the 
London Papers of this day. You, Sir, finding the mind of the 
man was virtuously invincible, have now further disgraced 
yourself by frightening, and then tampering with his sister. 
The papers inform me that, to put a stop to the circulation, 
you * bought up the whole stock of sedition, and caused it to 
be burnt in the Market-place.” I shall rejoice at this, if I find 
sa have been honest enough to pay the full and fair price 
or it, asl have a stock that will quickly renew it, the 
whole of which I am inclined to think even the Mayor of 
Exeter would not be willing to purchase. 

Tnow repeat my callon the honest housekeepers of Exeter 
to come forward and rescue Tucker from your malignant 
persecution. I will give any two housekeepers my bond to 
any amount that. bail may be required for him. 1 would, 
Sir, address myself to the Citizens of Exeter, and say,—the 
man is worthy of your protection: your Chief Magistrate 
has disgraced himself. The ground-work of the prosecu- 
tion of Tucker is, that he has sold publications arguing the 
necessity of a change of government from an oligarchy to 
the representative system; and you, Sir, wnable to meet 
those arguments by any thing ‘rational, have had recourse ‘to 
an authority invested in your hands for a.very different pur- 
pose, to crush him by force‘and violence—for a violation of 
Jaw to injure another, is violence. To the advocates of a 
fair and equal representation I would say, Sir, that they are 
in duty. bound, for their own interest, to lend the man an 
helping hand who is now imprisoned, and suffering for want 
of bail in their cause. To you, Sir, as Chief Magistrate of 
the City of Exeter, I would address myself and say, that 
you are ignorant ef, or wilfully blind to the interests of the 
Citizens of Exeter; they have the same; or perbaps,superior 
capacities of miod, for judging of the merits or demerits of 
those publications with yourself, and, no doubt, would has- 
tily reject them, ‘if they bore the character, or bad the ten- 
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dency, which ~you ‘ascribe to them. You, Sir, may find 
the thanks of Sidmouth in the name of the Regent, or of 
the Bishop and Clergy of the diocese, but the honest part of 
the community will inflict that punishment on you, your 
Gonduct bas merited—their just indignation: | 

, -’ RICHARD: CA RLILE. 


‘PS. T have received a Letter from a’Gentleman ‘in Exeter since 
writing the above, which informs me, ‘that you paid the fair price 
for the goods taken and burnt, and that you dared to send your 
officers to take the next parcel fromthe Mail':;Coach office, which 
evidently amounted: to anact of felony, and.for which you and 
your often sliould heve exchanged places, with Mr, Tucker. I 
find your malignity has been earrted so far as, to deprive his poor 
mother of the relief she.stood if need of and received from the 
city. I have no room for further comment at the present but your 
future conduct shall be duly noticed; and your: past behaviour 
further commented on. —_— _ AGT AG 18 ys 

this. 
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TO MR. CARLILE.”.”” °° 


Dear Sir, ciate ach sean ii! 

Permit me, though but faiatly,.to express my gratitude 
to you. About five weeks sirice, accidentally, came into my 
hands a number of the Dersr, which ~-sinee,. with the rest 
of the numbers of the first volume, 1 have read with great 
inward joy, : bead St eas 

After this obtained the “ Age of Réason,” and having 
now read the first and second parts, and, began. the third, 
- with so much satisfaction and delight, that I shall not do 
Justice to my feelings, witho&t embracing this opportunity 
of enemy vis arrest! acknowledgements to you, for 
what you have done, and are now doing,. f le 
pation of mankind, — ee 

[cannot content. myself to read to the end, before I en- 
treat you to accept of my sincerest heart-felt thanks, for 
the inexpressible benefit and plersure I have individually 
mr ay from Pg two invaluable books, which 

yourself dared to 
ahideoduciaenh, publish, though they contain 


The good you had offered : 
aT you your fellow-countrymen is un- 
limited, and infinite, and instead of the Sitienenans using every 
pense effort, and unjusily straining.every nerve to punish 
-_ ce the courage you have evinced by the.things you 
cnet me dinccrpaare is my ‘nganemod, you are deserving of @ 
tier a higher bonour, than th reign of 
this kingdony éver bestowed upon an inditideal _— 
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In my'own mindI am at a loss to determine, whether 
you or the immortal Paine merits the greatest gratitude and 
praise from mankind. However, this I willsay, had it not 
been for your undaunted mind, we shou'd have remained 
ignorant of the merits of the most valuable work that ever 
an Englishman produced.~ Go on with intrepidity, hero of 
truth and opposer of error; no doubt but your reward and 
satisfaction will be more than equal to your indefatigable — 
exertions. ) 

In my youth I was taught and obliged by my parents to 
read the Bible, but no other book; this mode of treatment 
not only gave mea great dislike to reading the Bible, but to 
reading of any kind, and rather than go to school, I went 
to sea, unknown to my parents, Thus, at eighteen years 
of age, I was almost usable to read ten words in any ‘book, 
or scarcely write my own name. After the age of eighteen, 
having a mechanical turn of mind, I bent my attention to 
this, and I very soon obtained a sufficient knowledge of se- 
veral of the conmmon' mechanical arts, as to be able to work 
at them pretty well. 

Next I had a taste for chemistry, but in this 1 made but 
very little progress, in consequence of my still retaining a 
great dislike to books. However, my mind was occupied 
in learning something or other of a useful nature, until I 
arrived at the age of twenty-two:—(I am now about thirty- 
one). About this time I happened to hear a Mr. Alexander 
Fletcher, preach at a chapel in Miles’s Lane, in London. 
This gentleman so much engaged my attention, that I at- 
tended his ministry three times almost’ every Sunday, dur- 
ing my stay in town, which was several months. His preach- 
ing brought so powerfully to my mind those early religious 
instructions I had received from my parents, which were 
principally the fear of God, the Devil, and Hell, . that I 
have been ever'since in a labyrinth about those mysteries 
contained in the Bible and New Testament. Sometimes I 
have heen even wretchedly and miserably perplexed by those 
mysterious doctrines iof the Christian Religion; and al- 
though I could not beliewe them, yet I dared not disbelieve 
them, but continued to read the Bible with “ fear and 
trembling,” and thus my life has been spent in continual 
dread and misery. But I doubt not you will be better able 
to conceive the tranquillity of my mind, and the happiness 
I now enjoy than I can possibly express by words. 
sees I remain, Dear Sir, &c. 

? "s Lodgi in ; . nn. * 
Peterborough, Sept. 12° 1819. : AORN phan 

















58 THE REPUBLICAN. 


The following anecdote respecting the Age of Reason, we 
venture to hold out as authentic, having received it through 
a respectable channel :-— : 

During the late confinement of the Prince Regent with the 
gout, he one evening inquired of his Librarian, (Dr. Clarke) 
what were those Deistical writings of Paine that made so 
mueb noise. “ I will have them read to me, Doctor,” ex- 
claimed the Prince. Accordingly, Dr. Clarke read them 
during two evenings. The Regent paid the most profound 
attention, and at the close of the second evening’s readin 
thus spoke to the Librarian, ‘ 1 have the whole, Doctor— 
recollect every point; and when the Dandy Bishop* visits 
me at Brighton, in October, I will make him answer me 
every objection.”t 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE REPUBLICAN, 


SIR, 


Your late excellent remarks on the executive, have 
educed a few from me, on another branch of our constitu- 
tion. : 

We are often told, that the House of Peers forms a most 
salutary check, alike on the prerogative of the crown, and 
the licentiousness of the lower branch of our constitution. 
‘There are other advantages which we are said to derive 
from the existence of the noble house; but which are per- 
haps tooevident to your readers, to need my notice. Allow 
me, however, to offer through ** The Republican,” the fol- 
lowing picture of the present state of the House of Peers, 














Created previous} By the By . ‘otal. 
| ‘8 tee fee or y ~ eon y the Regent | Total 
reign. : 

Dukes, 16 1 ] 18 
Marquisses, l ll 5 17 
Earls, 52 36 1] 99 
Viscounts, | 5 12 5 22 
Barons, 26 9] 17 134 


Total English Peers 290 


ee 


The sixteen Representative Peers for Scotland, are all of , 





* Supposed to be Pelham, Lord Bishop of Exeter. 

t We would. recommend the Regent to attend the Court of 
King’s Bench in October, when the trials of the Editer come on, 
instead of putting his questions to the Bishop. ne 
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longer standing than the commencement of the present 
reign; but the twenty-eight Representative Peers for Ire- 
land, have all been created within that period. 

Thus with the 2 Archbishops, and 24 Bishops, the house 
consists of 360 members; of which, only 116 are of earlier 
creation than the present reign, and during the 7 years of 
the regency, there have been no less than 39 added. We 
pretty well know, that men obnoxious to the ruling powers 
oa any account, are seldom exalted, at least in this manner. 

As the right of conferring titles (and thereby giving one 
man equal power to reject or impose laws, with the repre- 
sentalive of, perhaps, thousands as honest men as himself ) 
is vested in the crown, of course it is able, at any time, to 
change the aggregate opinion of that august body, by slip- 
ping into the scale a sufficient number of its mercenary 
slaves, and thereby destroying that happy balance of our 
constitution so highly extolled. We are told, that the three 
branches have equal power, but if two of them are thus vir- 
tually but one, the remaining owe cannot withstand the com- 
bination. The fact that a money bill must originate in the 
Commons, is so much a mere question of privilege, between 
the two Houses, that it need not be touched on. 

In offering this statement, I would not be thought averse 
to the existence of titles*, but, on the contrary, I think it a 
cheap and an easy method of rewarding merit. The title. 
may be bestowed, but the possessor should not be invested 
with any privileges, not in common with his fellowseountry- 
men ;, for no man can render such services to his country, as 
to entitle him to a portion of its libertjes. 

Could we trace the motives and objects which have con- 
tributed to the ennobling the 244 peers of this reign’s crea- 
tion) individually, we shall find, that their titles have gene- 
rally been the reward of their servility, and we should 
consider, that every one stands as a blot, in the annals of his 
country, who arrives at the Temple of Honour by any 
other way, than through that of Public Virtue. 


I am, Sir, your constant Reader, 


“46, Speldhurst Street, J. A. PARRY. 
Burton Crescent. 








_ et ee 





“A The Editor begs leave to express his dissent to the existence 
any title, either honorary or otherwise, and his opinion that a 


“Sense of having done a duty, and tbe private esteem of his fellow 
citizens, is all d 


‘the honour an honest man wouldwish, | 


rao 











THE REPUBLICAN. 


To the Readers of the Republican. | 





ALREADY has the REPUBLICAN: been honoured, not yet 
that 1 know of with the notice of the Attorney-General, but, 
strange to say, with the notice of the Police Magistrates. — 
It appears that our Attornies-General, weary of filing Infor- 
mations against Political Writers, have left the annoyance 
of the vendors to the Police, who, it seems, under the 
direction of their Lieutenant, (Sidmouth) are anxious to 
outstrip the Police of France and the Continent in general, 
by defining what is, and what is not libellous, or, 1 should 
rather say, seditious. How sorry must this saint be to think 
that he is at this moment denied the gratification of issuing 
his Lettres de Cachet. Four persons, who are in the habit 
of selling, in their way of business, the political pamphlets 
of the day, were arrested on Tuesday se’nnight, and brought 
before Mr. Birnie, at Bow Street, for selling the second 
number of this work. They were hir. Cahuac, of Blackman | 
Street, in the Borough of Sohthwark, who was dragged to 
Bow Street, even whilst the Magistrates were sitting at 
Union Hall ;—Mr. Watling, of the Strand ;—Mr. Shorter, of 
Wych Street ;—and Mr. Harris, of Broad Court, Long 
Acre. Bail was ready for the whole of them, and they, one 
and all, refused to pay any fee, to the great mortification of 
Mr. Birnie and his Oath-makers. 

Mr. Watling made Mr. Birnie hide his face, by telling him, 
that he had sold more than 600 of the Pamphlets amongst his 
neighbours, who had discovered no evil tendency in it, and 
that it was very strange that he, a Police Magistrate, should 
be so quick of perception. Mr. Birnie furiously replied that 
he had not read it, and that he knew nothing of it until they 
were brought before him on the charge. ‘l'his was a mere 
quibble, which every one present gave the silent lie to, as it 
was the different Officers engaged at the Bow Street Office 
who made oath, that the publication was, seditious and in 
flammatory. Mr.-Birnie was particularly insolent to Mr 
Harris, by repeating a malignant-accusation that had before 
been brought up. His conduct was every thing but the Gen- 
tleman towards Harris and his bail. ? 

A strange anomaly took place, with. respect to this publi- 
cation and arrest for it. ‘The Magistrate causes four persons 
to be arrested for-selling this pamphlet, and actually \takes 
the bail of the Editor, Printer, and Publisher for the ap- 
pearance of two of them, whilst the author of this mis- 
chief (if mischief there be any) passes some days un molested 
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although always to be found and forthcoming to meet a 
charge of this nature. O Tempora, O Mores!!! 

On the Thursday following two others were arrested, 
namely, a Mr. Whitehorn, of Somers Town, and Mr. Sains- 
bridge, of Pulteney Court. Bail was immediately tendered, 
and taken, and the Editor again received, after some quib- 
bling attempt on the part of Mr. Conant, the then sitting 
Magistrate, to invalidate his competence to justify the requi- | 
red bail. These two persons also reftised to pay any fee. 
On Friday, the Bow Street Magistrates, evidently ashamed 
of the dirty work they had performed, sent one of their Offi- 
cers to the Mansion-House to make cath, that the Editor 
(strange to say) had published this wicked and heinous 
libel. His Lordship expressed his reluctance at granting the 
warrant, and took the proffered bail without the 48 hours’ 
notice. : 

On Monday last a vendor, of the name of Francis, in the 
borough of Southwark, was arrested, and taken before the 
sitting Magistrate, (Mr. Evance) who politely excused the 
fees when he found Mr. Francis would not pay them. It is 
due to all those persons to say, that they have boldly con- 
tinued the sale of all the Numbers of the Republican, for 
which they have the thanks of 





R. CARLILE. 
HMitscelanea, 
On the Necessity of Union, and its good Effects. 


A STRONG proof that the middle classes are awakening to 
asense of their danger, is evident from the encouragement 
that has been given by ther to the labourers in the manu- 
facturing districts, to. violate the Combination Law. A 
correspondent whom we have quoted before, has expressed 
himself in the following manner :— 

“ But what shall I say of the wonderful relaxation of the 
Combination. Law? How shall I speak of the spirit that 

dictated the late gentle, and almost approving notice 
of your efforts to reduce your grasping masters to some 
Sense of reason on your miseries? Are you become so nu- 
Merous, so enlightened, and resolute that you can no lon- 
8 be treated with rigour and oppression ?. Or, are your 
yrants become merciful and humane ? ‘Do you suppose you 
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would have been suffered to go on thus, if you were less nu- 
merous, less united, or less resolved ? Oh no! N ever! The 
already bursting jails would have been crammed with your 

persons! Your children would have perished by famine, 

and your names ‘would have been blotted out from the face 

of the earth! Remember this to your latest breath; and calt 

in your past experience to confirm it. . 

“ Union, co-operation, and perseverance will bring you 
through all your troubles; and recollect, that you have a 
duty to perform to your children as well as to yourselves ; 
and that is, to prevent them from being reduced ‘to the hor- 
rible state that you are now reduced to, by thoroughly 
cleansing that Augean Stable of abominations, aptly called 
‘‘The House ef Corruption,’ and placing your own depu- 
ties there; to be a shield and defence to yourselves and 
your posterity for ever! All other concessions are but tem- 
porary, and you may rest assured, will be recalled, as soon 
as you are in a situation to command them ; but when once 
you are faithfully represented in parliament, it will be 
your House of Refuge for ever ! 

“ The late resolution of some manufacturers to increase 
your wages, | consider as the certain forerunner and har- 
binger that yon will most assuredly, and that very soon, 
gain this important point; for the Combination Act was a 
trite convention between the Boroughmongers and the chiet 
manufacturers, in which the latter, in consideration of hav- 
ing your bodies at their disposal, at their own price, engaged 
to secure to the former your souls, that is, your acquiescence 
in every tax, and imposition, that the former might think 
proper to lay upon your shoulders; and this is the true 
secret, why your masters have uniformly refused to join 
with you in your patriotic endeavours. Butas they now 
see that the Boroughmongers are no longer able to enforce 
the performauce of their part of the contract, it is to be 
hoped that a sense of self-interest will prevent your em- 
ployers from keeping aloof from you any longer, and from 


sharing that fate, which is most assuredly preparing for $ 
the Borough Tyrants.” 








Mr. Tucker, who has been immured in the City Prison of 
Exeter, for selling the political pamphlets of the day, for 
several weeks past, has given us a further proof of his zeal 
and sincerity in the grea cause of Liberty and Equal Repre- 


sentation, by the following suggestion, to which we would 
call the attengion of our readers ;— 
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« The great benefits that would result to the Reformers in 
abstaining from all exciseable articles, and thejspeedy effects 
‘+ wowd have in reducing their enemies the Boroughmon- 
gers, have been so clearly demonstrated, and is a measure so 
decisive, that no means shoyld be left untried, in order to 
bring it into immediate practice. 

“ For this purpose, I would suggest a few hints, that may 

rompt some able hand to draw up a regular scheme that 
may carry it into execution. 

« First, That books should be opened for the signatures 
of all who are desirous to adopt this measure; and that 
every individual at the time of signing should make a short 
declaration to the following effect: 

« J, A.B., do hereby declare, that I will partly abstain 
from the use or consumption of all exciseable articles, from 
the date hereof; until I have obtained the full and free exer- 
cise of the. whole of my natural and constitutional rights 
and liberties, as witness my. hand. : onas 

“ Secondly, That. the total amount of the number who 
have so deelared, be communicated to the Independent 
Press, and announced weekly. 

“ By thus publicly declaring and adding their signature, 
would be a powerful stimulus. to fulfil. their engagements. 
Reporting the numbers from different parts weekly would 
answer two good. purpeses,—the friends of Reform would 
be animated, and anxiously look forward to the result, 
er fresh numbers would be eager to encrease their 
ist. 

“ On the other hand, it would enable their enemies to 
calculate the probable deficiencies of their grand treasury, 
the Revenue; and the mortification of finding those maga- 


zines of their wealth continually decreasing.” 


Another Correspondent has suggested that any tavern or 
ale-house-keeper, losing his licence in consequence of his 
being favourable to the cause of a determination to change 

Present system of things, should open a house immedi- 
| ly, (announcing under. what circumstances) for the sale 
of good spring water or any other wholesome beverage that 
might exclude, as far as possible, any thing that is excised ; 
and we doubt not, from the spirit and disposition of the 
limes, that-such persons would be well supported. 
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- TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





*To Mr. Fowler, the Editor would beg leave to’ say, that 
his “warfare is with tyranny and delusion, and’ conSidering 
that delusion, whether it be called civil or religious, is to 
him the same; he will attack it indiscriminately, and more 
particularly that which he considers more pernicious to the 
morals of society, namely, the fraud and delusion of the latter. 
With many others, it is the opinion of the Editor, that Paine, 
by his political writings, conferred a blessing on the nations 
in which they have been read—buat by his theological writ- 
ings he became the real benefactor and the saviour of man- 
kind—from the continuation of those curses—Priestcraft and 
Religion. Mr. F. is not ‘well acquainted with the history 
of Paine’s Writings; the Political Works were long sup- 
pressed before the’ ‘Theological Works made their appear- 
ance. Many individuals had suffered two, three, and four 
oe imprisonment for the political works before the theo- 

ogical works were kndwn in this country; it was in 
December, 1792, that the information against Paine himself 
was tried at the Guildhall, London, and it was not: until 
1797, that the Age of Reason ‘was prosecuted in the person 
of Williams. The Editor has no doubt but the suggestion 
of Mr. F. originated from the purest motive, but hopes on a 
reconsideration, Mr. F. will find it to be an error in judg- 
ment, : : 

To F. Junius, the Editor-must renew his pledge to insert 
no correspondence as a whole, without the real name and 
address. Many others have been fecéiyed with ‘the real 
name and address, which will be thrown into the freasury of 
hints and ideas, and made'the best use of possible,—a pre- 
rogative whieh all Editors must necessarily assume. And 
the Editor here begs it to be observed, that this is the. last 
‘notice he ean afford to correspondents, as it is considered a 
waste of paper by the general reader. ‘Fo notice all = 

dence that comes to hand, would ‘almost fill 
weekly number:—the Editor hopes’ this will be @ sufficient 
. apology to all. — 


* . 


—_— 


R. Carlile, Printer, 55, Fleet Street, London. 





